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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Deluca et al., International Publication No. WO 97/19429. 

As per claim 1, Deluca teaches a method for handling messages transmitted 
between communication terminals via a wireless network, characterized by 

generating a compound message including a text part and at least one graphical 
icon part (see page 5, lines 13-14); 

said compound message generation includes: 

reading of a user inputted text part and converting the inputted text into a 
predefined message text format (see page 5, lines 13 - 21 ); 

adding a graphical part to the message, said graphical part includes a 
record for each of said at least one graphical icon part in a graphical format (see page 
4, lines 8 -25); 
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adding information in the message defining the position of said at least 
one graphical icon part in the text part (see page 5, lines 5-12 and page 6, lines 20 - 
26); and 

transmission of the message via the wireless network (see page 7 T line 33 - page 8, line 
2). 

As per claim 11, it is of similar scope to claim 1 and is rejected under the same 
rationale. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 2 and 5 - 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sugio et al. f U.S. Patent No. 6,032,025 in view of Mochizuki, U.S. Patent No. 
5,828,313. 
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As per claim 2, Sugio teaches a communication terminal for handling messages 
and having a controller, a transceiver for communicating with a wireless communication 
network, and a user interface through which the user operates the terminal, said user 
interface includes a display (see Sugio, column 2, lines 30 - 50), characterized by that 
said communication terminal furthermore comprises: 

a message editor application by means of which the user is allowed to generate 
a compound message including a text part and at least one graphical icon part (see 
Sugio, column 2, lines 30 - 42 and column 7, lines 29 - 60); 

said controller generates a message for being transmitted via said transceiver 
(see Sugio, column 2, lines 34 - 36), said message includes: 

a text part in a predefined message text character format (see Sugio, 
column 7 lines 41 - 42), and 

a graphical part including a record for each of said at least one graphical 
icon part in a graphical format (see Sugio, column 7, line 37). 

Sugio does not teach information in the message defining the position of said at 
least one graphical icon part in the text part. Mochizuki teaches information in the 
message defining the position of said at least one graphical icon part in the text part 
(see Mochizuki, column 2, lines 40 - 47). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of Mochizuki with 
the method of Sugio in order to allow more user control over used screen space. 
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As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 2, Sugio and Mochizuki teach the 
method of claim 2 (see rejection above). Sugio further teaches the communication 
terminal according to claim 2, characterized by that the message editor allows the user 
to copy a pre stored graphical icon from memory means associated with the controller 
and containing a plurality of clip art like graphical icons (see Sugio, column 6, lines 27 - 
42 and column 7, lines 48 - 52). 

As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 2, Sugio and Mochizuki teach the 
method of claim 2 (see rejection above). Sugio further teaches the communication 
terminal according to claim 2, and characterized by furthermore comprising a message 
reader application for automatically converting a received compound message into a 
displayable format based on the text part and the at least one graphical icon part (see 
Sugio, column 9, lines 7 - 22). 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 6, Sugio and Mochizuki teach the 
method of claim 6 (see rejection above). Sugio further teaches the communication 
terminal according to claim 6, characterized by that the message reader application has 
means for allowing the user to store the at least one graphical icon part in memory 
means associated with the controller and containing a plurality of graphical icons (see 
Sugio, column 6, lines 27 - 34). 
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As per claim 8, which is dependent on claim 2, Sugio and Mochizuki teach the 
method of claim 2 (see rejection above). Sugio further teaches the communication 
terminal according to claim 2, characterized by that the message editor application has 
means for allowing the user to manually generate a graphical icon on the display by 
selectively marking dots in an icon matrix (see Sugio, column 17, lines 36 - 43). 

As per claim 9, which is dependent on claim 8, Sugio and Mochizuki teach the 
method of claim 8 (see rejection above). Sugio further teaches the communication 
terminal according to claim 8, characterized by that the message editor application has 
means for allowing the user to store the manually entered graphical icon in memory 
means associated with the controller and containing a plurality of graphical icons (see 
Sugio, column 18, lines 29 - 35). 

As per claim 10, which is dependent on claim 2, Sugio and Mochizuki teach the 
method of claim 2 (see rejection above). Sugio further teaches the communication 
terminal claim 2, characterized by that the message editor application has means for 
allowing the user to input a plurality of graphical icons in the graphical part of the 
message and information in the message to display this plurality of graphical icons as 
an animation sequence (see Sugio, column 42, lines 1 9 - 22). 
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Claims 3, 4, and 12- 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sugio et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,032,025 in view of Mochizuki, U.S. 
Patent No. 5,828,313 further in view of Medina, U.S. Patent No. 6,047,828. 

As per claim 3, which is dependent on claim 2, Sugio and Mochizuki teach the 
method of claim 2 (see rejection above). Sugio and Mochizuki do not teach the 
communication terminal according to claim 2, characterized by that the message 
generated by the controller includes a header part including the position information. 
Medina teaches wherein a message includes a header part including position 
information of graphics (see Medina, column 3, lines 34 - 66). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the 
method of Sugio and Mochizuki with the method of Medina in order to allow image data 
and text data to be properly reconstructed into their proper special relationships. 

As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 2, Sugio and Mochizuki teach the 
method of claim 2 (see rejection above). Sugio and Mochizuki do not teach a 
communication terminal according to claim 2, characterized by that the header part of 
the message furthermore includes information about the size of the graphics. Medina 
teaches wherein a message includes a header part including size information of 
graphics (see Medina, column 3, lines 34 - 66). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of Sugio 
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and Mochizuki with the method of Medina in order to allow image data and text data to 
be properly reconstructed into their proper special relationships. 

As per claim 12, it is of similar scope to claim 4 and is rejected under the same 
rationale as claim 4 (see rejection above). 

As per claim 13, which is dependent on claim 3, Sugio, Mochizuki and Medina 
teach the method of claim 3 (see rejection above). Sugio further teaches the 
communication terminal according to claim 3, characterized by that the message editor 
allows the user to copy a pre stored graphical icon from memory means associated with 
the controller and containing a plurality of clip art like graphical icons (see Sugio, 
column 6, lines 27 - 42 and column 7, lines 48 - 52). 

As per claim 14, which is dependent on claim 4, Sugio, Mochizuki and Medina 
teach the method of claim 4 (see rejection above). Sugio further teaches the 
communication terminal according to claim 4, characterized by that the message editor 
allows the user to copy a pre stored graphical icon from memory means associated with 
the controller and containing a plurality of clip art like graphical icons (see Sugio, 
column 6, lines 27 - 42 and column 7, lines 48 - 52). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Umar Arshad whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0329. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L Kincaid can be reached on (703) 308-0640. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

^^^^ 

KRISTINE KINCAID 

UA SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



